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Lynn� eld Library helping those with dementia

Health Center administers 
� rst round of Moderna

Testing
1,2,3 ...

By Thor Jourgensen
ITEM STAFF

For many, the Christmas 
season is the most won-
derful time of the year, 
with holiday music play-
ing on the radio, and shar-
ing time with family and 
friends. 

It’s also a hectic time of 
the year — even with the 
pandemic shifting shop-
ping to online orders. 

As frustrating as those 
staples of the holiday 
season may be, they are 
merely blips on the radar, 
something that at the end 
of the day is hardly worth 
losing any sleep over, 
when compared to the 
struggles and fears facing 
the most needy among us.

Item Santa is intent on 
providing the help needed 
to ease a single mother’s 
worries and bring happi-
ness and smiles to the sea-
son. This is your chance as 
Item Santa wraps up the 
2020 season to send your 
donation and to help Item 
Santa lend a helping hand 
to people who are strug-
gling.

Every donation counts 
and every contribution to 
Item Santa lights a can-
dle of hope for someone 
facing economic hardship, 
as well as medical, mental 
health, addiction or family 
challenges.

A single mother of two, 
who reached out to Item 
Santa, is struggling to 
even buy a Christmas 
tree. She works part time 
and has to pay bills while 
trying to set aside a lit-
tle money to buy gifts for 
her children. Her fi nances 
mean spending a lot on 
her kids during the holi-
days is not an option. 

“I feel less than a moth-
er,” she writes. “I feel like 
I failed my children. I just 
want Christmas to come 
and go.” 

No one should have to 
write or say those words 
at any time of year, es-
pecially during a season 
meant for celebrating joy.

Even the slightest do-
nation to Item Santa can 
help bring that hope to a 
family or individual strug-
gling to make ends meet. 

By Alex Ross
FOR THE ITEM

PEABODY— Billy 
Murphy’s fi rst child, a 
daughter named Mad-
ison, was born last 
month, eight weeks 
early. She’s in great 
health, but Murphy 
has been splitting his 
time between the hos-
pital where the baby is 
(Maddie doesn’t want 
to come home until her 
nursery is fully painted 
“blush pink,” he jokes) 
and Tillie’s Farm, 
where he’s worked 
since he was 14. 

By Elyse Carmosino
ITEM STAFF

LYNN — A modest line of cars celebrat-
ed the grand opening of Lynn’s new Ex-
press Testing Site Wednesday, as the city 
became one of just four Massachusetts 
communities to host a state-funded Ex-
press COVID-19 Test Site. 

Located at the Blossom Street Extension 
parking lot — also known as the Lynn Fer-
ry Terminal — the Stop the Spread drive-
through facility will remain open through 
at least March 31 and is run by Project 
Beacon, a company that specializes in 
high-volume, appointment-only testing.

Although meant to replace two of Lynn’s 
free testing locations, Mayor Thomas M. 
McGee said the site, which is open to all 
Massachusetts residents, will actually ex-
pand Lynn’s testing capacity with the goal 
of performing up to 2,000 tests a day once 
the site reaches full capacity in early Jan-
uary — a number McGee estimates will be 
nearly double the amount currently ad-
ministered in the city daily. 

By Guthrie Scrimgeour
ITEM STAFF

The shot took less than fi ve sec-
onds to administer, but it will save 
Anna Perez from months of stress 
and worry. 

Perez, a dentist at the Lynn Com-
munity Health Center, was the fi rst 
person in Lynn to receive the new 
Moderna vaccine, which has been 
shown to be 94 percent effective at 
preventing COVID-19.

“You know, I didn’t feel a thing,” she 
said. “But my arm feels very good, 
and I feel comfortable. I didn’t know 
I was going to be the fi rst person. I 
have no words to say how much I ap-
preciate the opportunity.”

The two-dose Moderna vaccine 

was authorized for use by the United 
States last Friday, after it was shown 
to be effective at preventing the vi-
rus in a study of 30,000 volunteers 
aged 18 and older. It also strongly 
protected older adults, who are most 
vulnerable.

It differs from the Pfi zer vaccine 
which was also recently released in 
that it doesn’t need to be stored at 
ultra-frozen temperatures. 

“We just decided that Pfi zer was 
too complicated,” said Kiame Mah-
aniah, the LCHC Chief Executive 
Offi cer. “The Moderna vaccine was 
more user-friendly.”

LCHC received its fi rst round of 
vaccines Tuesday. Geoff Pechinsky, 

By Elyse Carmosino
ITEM STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT — The Mar-
blehead and Anchor Food 
Pantries have something to 
celebrate this holiday season 
thanks to generous employees 
at Swampscott’s Stop & Shop. 

On Tuesday, Stop & Shop 

representatives announced the 
grocery store chain donated 
$2,000 to Anchor Food Pantry 
— also based in Swampscott — 
to help the organization pur-
chase products and gift cards 
for its Winter Gift Bag distri-
bution, while the Marblehead 

By Anne Marie Tobin
ITEM STAFF

LYNNFIELD — The Lynnfi eld 
Library is closing out 2020 with 
several new programs, expanded 
Front Door Service Hours and an 
announcement that the library is 
working toward the creation of a 
“dementia-friendly” library.

Assistant Director Abby Porter 
said she has been attending train-

ing on “how to better serve our pa-
trons who live with various forms 
of dementia such as Alzheimer’s.

“I’ve started working this past 
year on something that is very 
important, making the Lynn-
field Public Library a demen-
tia-friendly library,” Porter said. 
“More than five million Ameri-
cans and 50 million people world-
wide live with dementia and we 

at the Lynnfield Public Library 
want to do our best to help every-
one access valuable resources in 
Massachusetts.”

Porter said she began her re-
search at the Public Library Asso-
ciation Conference in February of 
2019. Recently, she attended the 
Dementia Friends Symposium, 
“Let’s Talk about Dementia and 

ITEM PHOTO | OLIVIA FALCIGNO

The Lynn Ferry testing site sees very few cars on Wednesday afternoon in
Lynn.

From left, Laura 
Spathanas and 
Diane O’Brien 
from the Anchor 
Food Pantry; 
and Stop & Shop 
store associate 
Rhonda Barker, 
manager Andrew 
Ziner, and store 
associate Alana 
Gray.
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The Lynn Community Health Center started vac-
cinating its employees on Wednesday afternoon in 
Lynn. From left, LCHC nurse Francisco Espinal gets 
vaccinated by LCHC nurse practitioner Marita Gove.

MASS. EVENING:
Wednesday ............. 5045
Tuesday ................... 3006
Monday................... 8293
Yesterday’s payoff:

EXACT ORDER
All 4 .....................$5,221
First or last 3 .......... $731
Any 2 ........................ $63
Any 1 .......................... $6

ANY ORDER
All 4 ........................ $435
First 3 ..................... $122
Last 3 ..................... $122

MASS. MID-DAY:
Wednesday ............. 1150
Tuesday ................... 9457
Monday................... 8657
Yesterday’s payoff:

EXACT ORDER
All 4 .....................$4,288
First or last 3 .......... $600
Any 2 ........................ $51
Any 1 .......................... $5

ANY ORDER
All 4 ........................ $357
First 3 ..................... $200
Last 3 ..................... $100
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P’Cloudy | High 35, Low 27

TODAY
Cloudy | High 51, Low 49

Sunrise today 7:09 a.m.
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Sunrise tomorrow 7:10 a.m.
High tide today 7:17 p.m.
Low tide today 1:08 p.m.
High tide tomorrow 8:16 p.m.
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National weather
Forecast for Thursday, December 24, 2020

NATIONAL SUMMARY: Warmer air will surge northward along high souther-
ly winds on the Atlantic coast today as heavy rain advances eastward with 
the risk of flooding. A sharp change to colder air will bring a stripe of snow 
and a freeze-up from the Midwest to the southern Appalachians. Much of 
the Plains and West can expect dry weather and some sunshine.

©2020 AccuWeather, Inc.                                                             

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.

TODAY’S FORECAST

Overcast. High 51F. Winds 
SSE at 10 to 20 mph.

Tonight: Windy with a few 
showers early. A steady, soak-
ing rain developing late. Low 
49F. Winds SSE at 25 to 35 
mph. Chance of rain 90%. 
Rainfall around a quarter of 
an inch.

MARINE FORECAST

S winds 5 to 10 kt, increasing 
to 10 to 15 kt with gusts up 
to 20 kt after midnight. Waves 
around 2 ft.

Tonight: SE winds 10 to 15 kt 
with gusts up to 30 kt. Waves 
2 to 3 ft.

LOOK!
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! TO CONTRIBUTE TO LOOK!, PLEASE EMAIL LOOK@ITEMLIVE.COM OR MAIL YOUR SUBMISSION TO THE ITEM, P.O. BOX 5, LYNN, MA 01903.

Christmas Eve, National Egg Nog Day, Last-Minute Shopper’s Day, National Regifting Day

SUN, MOON, TIDES

Best wishes for the holidays, 

and for health and happiness 

throughout the coming year.

C: 781-854-1754
LARA CHANKHOUR

Lara.Chankhour@CBRealty.com

Best Wishes to You
this Holiday Season

Buy One Dinner
Entrée & Get One

CHICKEN OR EGGPLANT
PARMIGIANA SPECIAL

ROUTE 1 SOUTH, DANVERS
978-774-0707 SUPINOS.COM

Italian Specialties • Pizza • Catering • Functions • Holiday Parties

expires January 29th
FREE

THURSDAY’S BOGO
$15.99

r e s t a u r a n t

Sunday to Thursday:
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday to Saturday:
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

146 Humphrey St., Swampscott
781-593-3308 • yansbistro.com

Gluten free dishes 
are available.

Open for
take-out only

ReginaParatore@remax.netRegina Paratore
781-608-8040 reginaparatore.com

Wishing Peace and Good
Health this Holiday Season

–THANK YOU for a great 2020–

By Anne Marie Tobin
ITEM STAFF

DANVERS — Thanks to 
the generosity of a couple of 
prominent North Shore philan-
thropists, the Northeast Arc 
is making things brighter for 
people working with individu-
als diagnosed with COVID-19. 

Julie Rainer Cummings 
of Swampscott and Steven 
P. Rosenthal of Marblehead 
recently donated a combined 
$55,000 to the Danvers-based 
Arc, allowing the agency to 
provide year-end recognition 
to hundreds of Direct Support 
Professionals (DSPs) who have 
worked with individuals living 
in the Arc’s 30-plus residences 
across the North Shore who 
have been diagnosed with coro-
navirus. These workers provide 
essential 24/7/365 hands-on 
care for individuals with dis-
abilities. 

Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, Northeast Arc DSPs 
have worked tirelessly to sup-
port hundreds of individuals, 
and these holiday bonuses are 
in recognition of that effort.

“My family has been fortu-
nate to be involved with North-
east Arc since its founding in 
the 1950s,” said Cummings, a 
member of the Northeast Arc 
Board of Directors. “Direct 
Support Professionals are our 
backbone, directly supporting 
individuals in reaching their 
full potential. I’ve never been 
more proud of these employees 
and I am pleased we can show 
them our appreciation.”

The gifts are the latest round 

of financial support made by 
donors to the Arc during the 
pandemic, many of whom have 
provided the agency with hand 
sanitizer and personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and have 
helped make it possible for the 
Arc to move many services to a 
virtual model. But many people 
living in the Arc’s residential 
homes still require in-person 
care, which DSPs have been 
providing since the beginning 
of the pandemic in March.

“The Northeast Arc contin-
ues to impress me with their 
incredible compassion and 
commitment to people with dis-
abilities,” said Rosenthal, also 
a member of the Northeast Arc 
Advisory Board. “During the 
pandemic, their Direct Support 
Professionals routinely put the 
needs of the individuals served 
by Northeast Arc ahead of their 
own and continue to do so on a 
daily basis. They deserve an in-
credible amount of respect for 
their hard work and I am hap-
py to be able to join with Julie 
Rainer Cummings to show 
them support at this time.”

Northeast Arc (NeArc) 
changes lives for people with 
disabilities — and children 
at risk of developing them — 
and their families. The agen-
cy, which opened the Center 
for Linking Lives at Liberty 
Tree Mall in Danvers in 2020, 
serves more than 15,000 people 
in 190 Massachusetts cities 
and towns each year. NeArc 
is the largest Arc in the state 
of Massachusetts and the 
second largest (of 700) in the 
country. Services include: adult 

family care, the ArcWorks 
Community Art Center, autism 
services, the Black Box The-
ater, the Breaking Grounds 
Café, continuous care nursing 
services, day habilitation, deaf 
services, early intervention, 
employment services, family 
support, First Steps Childcare 
& Preschool, fiscal intermedi-
ary, personal care assistance, 
recreation, residential, shared 
living and transition programs, 
and skilled intermittent home 
health care. Learn more at 
www.ne-arc.org.

Philanthropists make the holidays 
a little brighter for Northeast Arc

Ed Sholes, Direct Support 
Professional at the North-
east Arc, left, with John 
Braucher outside one of 
the residential homes 
owned and operated by 
the Northeast Arc.

By Jake Coyle
AP FILM WRITER

Part of what’s refreshing about 
“Soul,” which debuts Friday on 
Disney+, is its uniqueness. It’s 
a deliberate and overdue new 
direction for Pixar. The animation 
giant’s 23rd film, “Soul” is its first 
to feature a Black protagonist. 
Kemp Powers, the screenwrit-
er of the upcoming “One Night 
in Miami,” is also Pixar’s first 
African American co-director. The 
film is lushly set in a sun-dappled 
Manhattan. You will even hear, 
for a moment, A Tribe Called 
Quest playing in the background 
of a barbershop. For an animation 
world that has almost always 
been colored white, this borders 
on radical. It’s also joyous. 

Joe (Jamie Foxx) is a mid-
dle-school music teacher who 
has long pined for his own career 
as a jazz pianist. On the day 
his big shot finally comes — a 
chance to sit in with the revered 
saxophonist Dorothea Williams 
(Angela Bassett) and her quar-
tet — a stray step into an open 
manhole robs him of his dream. 

With his body laying comatose 
in a hospital, Joe’s soul lands 
in a netherworld — and Pixar’s 
animating ingenuity goes into 
overdrive. Faced with an escala-
tor to The Great Beyond reminis-
cent of Powell and Pressburger’s 
magnificent “A Matter of Life and 
Death,” Joe runs the other way 
and drops into The Great Before 
— a soft, pastel-colored purgato-
ry where nascent souls find their 
“spark” before plunging to Earth. 

It’s the elusiveness of pur-
pose that “Soul” swirls around, 
tenderly examining what gives 
life meaning. For some, it might 
come as easily as the notes that 
pour out of Dorothea’s sax. (The 
jazz scenes, curtesy of Jon Batiste, 
are brilliantly transportive, part 
of the film’s rich musical life, as 
scored by Trent Reznor and At-
ticus Ross.) But even as “Soul” 
rhapsodizes the beauty of artistic 
creation, it ponders the value of 
life for souls of less premeditated 
determination. “Soul,” a celebra-
tion of those less certain of their 
path in life, is a kind of corollary 
to Pixar’s “Ratatouille,” a portrait 
of a very purposeful young artist.

Pixar’s ‘Soul’ joins mid-life 
crisis, jazz fantasia

Joe 
Gardner, 

voiced 
by Jamie 

Foxx, in 
a scene 

from the 
animated 

film “Soul.”
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